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 Definition  
 
Geography is a valued part of the curriculum, providing a purposeful means for exploring, appreciating and understanding the world in which we live and how it has evolved. Geography explores the relationship between the Earth and its people through the study of place, space and environment. Geography is concerned with pupils learning about their own locality, whilst becoming aware of and developing knowledge and understanding of the world beyond their own environment.

Geography encourages children to learn through experience, particularly through practical and fieldwork activities.  At Highfields Academy we believe it is important to build a geographical curriculum that endorses the importance for outdoor learning to build a curiosity for learning to help them to know more, remember more and understand more.
 
The strands in Geography are:

· Locational knowledge
· Place knowledge
· Human and physical geography
· Geographical skills and fieldwork


 

Curriculum Intent 
 
Aims 
 
Encourage children:

To inspire in pupils about the world and its people that will remain with them for the rest of their lives.
To provide pupils with knowledge about diverse places, people, resources and natural and human environments.
To develop a growing knowledge about the world to deepen their understanding of the interaction between physical and human processes, and of the formation and use of landscapes and environments.
To obtain Geographical knowledge, understanding and skills.
To enable children to learn and explain how the Earth’s features at different scales are shaped, interconnected and change over time

Special Educational Needs Disability (SEND) / Pupil Premium / Higher Attainers


At Highfields, we teach geography to all children, whatever their ability. Geography forms part of the school curriculum policy to provide a broad and balanced education to all children, regardless of their starting points. Through our geography teaching we provide learning opportunities that enable all pupils to make progress across a lesson and over time. We do this by setting suitable learning challenges and responding to each child’s different needs. Assessment against Building Blocks and National Expectations allows us to consider each child’s attainment and progress against expected levels. 

When progress falls significantly outside the expected range, the child may have special educational needs. Our assessment process looks at a range of factors – classroom organisation, teaching materials, teaching style, differentiation – so that we can take some additional or different action to enable the child to learn more effectively. This ensures that our teaching is matched to the child’s needs. 

We enable pupils to have access to the full range of activities involved in learning geography. Where children are to participate in learning opportunities outside the classroom, for example, a field trip, we carry out a risk assessment prior to the activity, to ensure that the activity is safe and appropriate for all pupils and their learning needs.

Higher attaining pupils need to be challenged with open ended tasks which provide opportunities to tackle more complex issues and a wider range of resources. This will be done by differentiation for those pupils concerned.
 
Curriculum Implementation 
 
Teaching and Learning 

To ensure high standards of teaching and learning in geography, we implement a curriculum that is progressive throughout the whole school.  Geography is taught as part of half termly Geography unit, focusing on knowledge and skills stated in the National Curriculum.  At Highfields Academy, we ensure that Geography has the same importance given to it as the core subjects, as we feel this is important in enabling all children to gain ‘real-life’ experiences.

The Geography curriculum at Highfields Academy is based upon the 2014 Primary National Curriculum in England, which provides a broad framework and outlines the knowledge and skills and taught in each Key Stage.  Teachers plan lessons for their class using our progression of knowledge and skills document.  Teachers can use this document to plan their geography lessons suitable to their class’s interests and what they want to learn.  The progression document ensures the curriculum is covered and the skills/knowledge taught is progressive from year group to year group.

When teaching Geography, the teachers should follow the children’s interests to ensure their learning is engaging, broad and balanced.

Geography teaching focuses on enabling children to think as geographers.  A variety of teaching approaches are used based on the teacher’s judgement.

Geography provides excellent opportunities to enhance the learning of more able pupils through the investigations, analysing sources and writing extending pieces.  These children will be selected for appropriate enrichment opportunities throughout the year.

At Highfields, we provide a variety of opportunities for geography learning inside and outside the classroom.  Each year teachers plan fun, engaging activities linked to history and geography unit for the children to complete.  These activities should be guided by the children’s interests.  

Educational visits are another opportunity for the teachers to plan for additional geography learning outside the classroom.  At Highfields Academy, the children have had many opportunities to experience geography on educational visits.  The children have explored the local area including orienteering within the school grounds and conducting river studies. Local museums also provide an opportunity to further geography learning, as well as trips to local woods, castles and using map reading skills during residential trips.

 
Delivery of the curriculum 
 
At Highfields the curriculum is predominantly delivered through a thematic approach. Our philosophy is that effective learning cannot take place in silos – deep learning can only take place when pupils are able to make links between the skills and knowledge they acquire and are able to use and apply these skills and knowledge in appropriate ways across subject disciplines. Although the thematic approach is used it is essential that subject specific skills are developed and that children can identify which subject these skills relate to.  
 
However, teachers should avoid making tenuous links to themes in order to deliver certain aspects of the curriculum. Where relevant links cannot be made to the current unit/theme subjects may be taught discretely. This may be relevant with subjects such as Spanish, RE and Science. 
 
It is critical that fundamental key skills of reading, writing and mathematics are embedded and applied in all areas of the curriculum.  
 
Geography can be taught as part of a thematic approach or as discrete units of work. It is usually taught on a weekly basis but can, on occasion, be taught as a block.  
 

Life skills developed in Geography
 
Through Science we endeavour to foster the following school qualities: -  
•    Responsible 
•  Resilient 
•  Independent 
•  Motivated 
•  Inclusive 
•  Compassionate 
 

Curriculum Impact 

At Highfields, we use a variety of teaching and learning styles in our geography lessons. We believe in whole-class teaching methods and we combine these with enquiry-based research learning opportunities. We encourage children to ask as well as answer geographical questions. We offer them the opportunity to use a variety of data, such as maps, statistics, graphs, pictures, and aerial photographs, and we enable them to use IT through I-Pads in geography lessons where this serves to enhance their learning. Children take part in role-play and discussions, and they present reports to the rest of the class. They engage in a wide variety of problem-solving learning. Wherever possible, we involve the children in ‘real’ geographical opportunities, e.g. research of a local environmental problem or use of the Internet to investigate a current issue

Foundation Stage

Within the Early Years Foundation Stage, geography is included as part of Understanding the World. The children learn to investigate similarities and differences, the local environment and cultures and beliefs, fostering the skills essential to developing historical understanding. This is set out in the early year’s curriculum as children needing to:

· Observe, find out about, and identify features in the place they live and the natural world;

· Begin to know about their own cultures and beliefs and those of other people;

· Find out about their environment and talk about those features they like and dislike.


Key Stage 1

During Key Stage 1, pupils investigate their local area and a contrasting area in the United Kingdom or abroad, finding out about the environment in both areas and the people who live there. They also begin to learn about the wider world. They carry out geographical enquiry inside and outside the classroom. In doing this, they ask geographical questions about people, places and environments, and use geographical skills and resources, such as maps and photographs. 

Key Stage 2

During Key Stage 2, pupils investigate a variety of people, places and environments in the United Kingdom and abroad, and start to make links between different places in the world. They find out how people affect the environment and how they are affected by it. Pupils carry out geographical enquiry inside and outside the classroom. In doing this, they ask geographical questions, and use geographical skills and resources, such as maps, atlases, aerial photographs and ICT. Children will develop geographical enquiry skills, including asking geographical questions, collecting and recording information and identifying different views. They will acquire the appropriate practical skills associated with Geography, including using suitable vocabulary, fieldwork techniques and maps, plans and atlases. Pupils will use secondary sources of information with accuracy, including aerial photographs, satellite images, etc. As well as making its own distinctive contribution to the school curriculum, geography contributes to the wider aims of primary education. Teachers will ensure that links between subjects are maximized, including history, science and computing.

Fieldwork 

Fieldwork is integral to good geography teaching and we include as many opportunities as we can to involve children in practical geographical research and enquiry. At Key Stage 1 we let all the children carry out an investigation into the local environment and we give them opportunities to observe and record information around the school site. At Key Stage 2 the children do a study of the local area.

Assessment
 Assessment for learning is continuous throughout the planning, teaching and learning cycle. Key geographical knowledge is taught to enable and promote the development of children’s geographical enquiry skills.
 Assessment is supported by use of the following strategies:

 ● Observing children at work, individually, in pairs, in a group and in class during whole class teaching.

 ● Using differentiated, open-ended questions that require children to explain and unpick their understanding. 

● Providing effective feedback, including interactive marking through blue pen questions where appropriate, to engage children with their learning and to provide opportunities for self-assessment, consolidation, depth and target setting.
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 ● Book moderation and monitoring of outcomes of work, to evaluate the range and balance of work and to ensure that tasks meet the needs of different learners, with the acquisition of the pre-identified key knowledge of each unit being evidenced through the outcomes.

Monitoring the impact of the Geography curriculum 
 
At Highfields, the Geography leader will monitor the impact of the curriculum through:  
· Lesson observations 
· Learning walks, including display and environment. 
· Scrutiny of planning and books 
· Discussions with pupils/pupil voice surveys 
· Analysis of progress and attainment data 
 
and are held to account for this through: 

· Production of a termly report to the Local Advisory Board 
· Attendance at the LAB teaching and learning committee meetings as requested. 
· Appraisal and Performance management.  
 
Resources  
 
Each teacher is aware of where the Geography resources in school are held. An inventory of resources will be held and regularly updated by the subject coordinator. The resources used will provide a variety of information about the people and places being studied and be suitable for the ages and abilities of pupils. 
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